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LADRA AGM    9th March 2017 
(Draft Minutes of Meeting W: 2856) 

1) Apologies 

Gerry and Antonia Watson, Lansdowne Park. 

2) Minutes of the last AGM 

The minutes for the 2016 AGM were formally adopted.  The Chairperson, Anne Byrne, addressed the 

meeting and on behalf of LADRA she thanked the Aviva Stadium for providing facilities and 

hospitality for the AGM.    

3) Chairperson’s Report 

See attached report (Appendix 1) 

4) Treasurer’s Report 

The Treasurer, Michael Butler, presented the finance report for LADRA.  The total amount in the 

LADRA bank account was €2181.83.  The accounts were approved.  To read the full content of the 

finance report please see details in Appendix 2. 

5) Report from LADRA Representative Aviva Stadium Community Committee 

Alfred Guinevan presented details of the work done by this committee.  The minutes of Aviva SCC 

meeting can be seen at this website page:  http://www.avivastadium.ie/stadium-info/local-

community. 

6) Election of Committee members and officers     

The following committee members were re-elected; Anne Byrne, Coleesa Egan, Alfred Guinevan, 

Marcella Higgins, Bernadette Moore, Des Moore, Joe Quinn and Terry Mullally and Mark Carter were 

elected to the committee. 

The following were elected as LADRA officers:  

Chairperson Anne Byrne 

Honorary Secretary Bernadette Moore 

Treasurer Joe Quinn 

 

7) Application for Aviva Stadium Community Development Fund 

The community development fund offers a total of €100,000 per year in grants / supports to 

community projects that operate within a 1km radius of the stadium.   

LADRA will be applying for funding for the following projects: 

 Summer BBQ 

 Halloween Event  

 LADRA winter social event 

 Lansdowne Park Friends of Green Spaces 

http://www.avivastadium.ie/stadium-info/local-community
http://www.avivastadium.ie/stadium-info/local-community
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 Christmas floral demonstration 

 History of the area walking tour 

 Planning process lecture/ workshop 

 LADRA members benefit from the BADRA managed AVIVA SCC grant subsidy for children’s and 

teenagers’ summer camps. 

8) Lansdowne Park Friends of Green Spaces FoGS 

This group has mainly been funded to date by DCC and the Aviva SCC.  Bernadette reported that the 

Lansdowne Park Friends of Green Spaces group had now commissioned a total of 30 planters in 

Lansdowne Park.  New tree surround planters are planned for 2017.  The irrigation system is working 

very well and reduces a significant amount of labour which would otherwise be required in the 

summer months to ensure the plants/ trees had sufficient water.  There are approximately 20 

members in the FoGS group most of whom meet at six to eight-week intervals to plant flowers in the 

planters on an bi-annual basis and to clean the roads/ pathways of Lansdowne Park followed by tea/ 

coffee and scones and chat in Bernadette’s home. 

9) Shelbourne Road – Planting of Trees 

Following a suggestion from a resident of Shelbourne Road regarding the planting of trees along the 

footpath, he was asked by the chairperson to identify neighbours who would be supportive of this 

initiative and to present an outline of the proposed project to DCC.  The mission for, labour costs and 

tress/ plants associated with such a project would be the responsibility of DCC. 

10) Traffic issues in Lansdowne Park 

A specific issue pertaining to parking in part of Lansdowne Park was discussed.  Two members 

agreed to obtain feedback from their neighbours regarding the acceptability of altering the current 

disc parking arrangements and submit this information to the committee for discussion and analysis.  

Concerns about the speed and volume of traffic in Lansdowne Park were also discussed.  It was 

agreed that the committee would analyse these issues and take action as appropriate. 

11) Noise Pollution 

Concern was expressed about the security alarms sounding for continuous periods of time which 

appeared to be unmonitored and uncontrolled.  It was agreed that a letter would be sent to each of 

the businesses involved.
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Appendix 1 

Chairpersons Report – LADRA AGM 

9
th

 March 2017 at the AVIVA Stadium, Lansdowne Road. 

I would like to welcome you all to our 2017 annual general meeting for the Lansdowne and District 

Residents Association 

Firstly, I would like to thank the Aviva Stadium for allowing us to use this room for our meeting and I 

would like to thank them for their kind hospitality. 

2016 has been a busy year for the association with our now established social events taking place as 

well as some new events that happened this year. In September we hosted our 6
th

 annual summer 

BBQ party. This event has grown in popularity since its first beginnings. What started out as a fairly 

simple BBQ event where all the cooking was done by Ger Byrne and John Dodd on their own BBQ’s 

has developed into the event we had last year where caterers were brought in to do the cooking for the 

large numbers that we now get for the event. I would like to take the opportunity to thank all of those 

who turned out to help get the green ready for the event, from the marquee erection team to the 

balloon and floral arrangers, the bar staff and the clean-up crew as well as all who attended on that 

day with their gift of salads and desserts. I would also like to thank the management of the Aviva 

Stadium for the loan of the tables and chairs for the duration of the event. I think you will agree that it 

adds to the comfort factor on the day. On a personal note I would particularly like to thank Ger Byrne 

for his continued support and help over the six years we have been managing it and we look forward 

to another successful event again this coming summer. 

Our Christmas event this year turned into more of a New Year’s celebration. Due to factors beyond 

our control we were not able to host before Christmas as we would normally do but instead held the 

event in January and it proved to be a very enjoyable evening for all who attended. I would like to 

take the opportunity to thank the management and staff of the Sandymount Hotel for the efforts they 

put into to making it a great evening. 

We didn’t entirely let Christmas pass us by without some celebration. For the second year running a 

Christmas tree and lights were put in the green by the Lansdowne Park Friends of Green spaces and it 

added a real festive spirit to the place. I would like to thank Bernadette and Des Moore who have 

provided the decorations and the members of FOGS who, each month, get out and make an effort that 

really makes a difference to the area. Unfortunately, not everyone seems to appreciate their efforts as 

there have been a number of plant thefts over the last few months as well as dumping of rather more 

personal items around one pot in particular. It is expensive to keep restocking the pots so we would 

ask you to keep an eye on them if there are ones near you. The funding for the initiative comes mainly 

from small grants from the DCC, and the Aviva Stadium Community fund and is supplemented by 

some personal contributions. Despite these setbacks the Lansdowne Park group continues to make the 

effort and would welcome any neighbours who are willing to give the hour commitment once a 

month, followed by coffee and scones, or, perhaps agree to look after the watering of say, one pot that 

is close to their home. Bernadette Moore spearheads the initiative here in the Park and she is available 
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to provide advice on getting going to any of the other roads in the association that may be interested 

in starting up their own group. 

 

This year we had a couple of new social events. In October we had a Halloween event where the 

focus was on the children of the area. It was a very popular event for children and their parents and 

grandparents in some cases and one which we hope to host again this coming year. I would like to 

thank Will and Gillian Keating for their initiative and to all who assisted them for the event. 

Last December we also had the inaugural Christmas flowers event in the Hive in Herbert Park which 

was organized by Bernadette and was very enjoyable and one, which we hope will become a feature 

on our calendar. We would like to thank Herbert Park for the use of their really lovely facility 

During the summer months the children’s summer camps initiative is open to children and young 

teenagers in this area. BADRA, the Bath Avenue and District Residents Association have for a 

number of years now organized and managed the programme and the LADRA committee would like 

to thank them on behalf of our members for their hard work in bringing such a good programme of 

activities together. 

This programme like many of the other activities that we undertake is done so with the support of the 

Aviva Stadium Community Fund and I would like to take this opportunity to acknowledge their role 

and to thank them for their ongoing support. 

We would also like to thank Dublin City Council for their ongoing support, in particular the 

assistance given to the Green Spaces initiative. 

At this point I would like to thank the members of the committee who work hard on your behalf.  

We have an extremely hard-working committee, many of who work fulltime but still give freely of 

their time to LADRA. I would like to thank all the committee members, Bernadette Moore, Coleesa 

Egan, Marcella Higgins, Alfred Guinevan, Michael Butler, Terry Mullally and Joe Quinn for their 

hard work throughout the year, they have been extremely supportive to me and it is much appreciated. 

I would particularly like to thank Michael Butler for his efforts over the years he has served on the 

committee. Michael is standing down this year and we would like to extend our thanks and best 

wishes to him. 

Aside from the social events the committee has been working hard on many of the other issues that 

have arisen for our members over the year. Parking and traffic is an ongoing problem both for 

stadium event days and at other times. The committee responds to the issues raised by its members 

and is involved with ongoing communication with various departments. The issue will come up on 

the agenda and Bernadette will bring you up to date on that correspondence. It is however important 

to note that issues that involve the city council and other state bodies are often slow to reach a 

conclusion. When asking for change to be made the council has to take into account all the other 

stakeholders who may be impacted by a change. It can result in frustratingly long waits for things to 

happen or sometimes for things not to change as you would like. There is nothing we can do about 

that except to continue to argue our case and unfortunately that means continual letters and emails 
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being written to build up a written record. We are fortunate enough that we have at the moment a very 

active secretary who has been willing to do this work on our behalf but as members, we can’t all 

assume that once we fire off an email of complaint to the committee venting our frustrations on issues 

that annoy and impact us that we can just sit back and wait for things to happen. If something is really 

bothering you, get proactive! Do something about it! Get pen and paper out, get on your email and let 

the relevant authorities know of your issue and follow it up. Send us a copy of your correspondence 

so that we too can help push it along, be it with the Aviva Stadium or DCC. Take some ownership of 

it, get involved and contribute to your community. 

Our email in info@ladra.org, all correspondence will be acknowledged and responded to in due 

course. As a committee we generally meet every second month and in most cases issues that have 

been brought to our attention will be dealt with there. If a matter is particularly urgent we can convene 

to deal with it. Our website is www.ladra.org . It is a means to communicate with our members and 

provide useful information to them. There is a member’s area for those who have paid their annual 

subscription and in this area we post photos of events as well as minutes of our regular meetings. We 

also provide feeds to the general access area from Dublin City Council and the RDS. We always 

welcome any suggestion from our members as to how we might improve on it or indeed if you see 

anything that might be of interest to members let us know and we may be able to upload it to the site. 

The association is funded by our members’ subscriptions. We charge €20 per household or€10 

concession. Subscription is collected for the calendar year. Paying membership helps us to carry out 

the work we do. This year we are hoping to trial PayPal as a way of paying membership, and there 

will be more information coming on this. I would encourage you to support us and I would like to 

thank all of you who have registered with us here tonight. 

Before I continue with the meeting I would like to thank you, the residents on behalf of the committee 

for your continued support. We are all very lucky to live where we do and to have such great 

resources available to us in both our fellow residents and the locality. For many years now we have 

spoken about the desire to build a sense of community within our area, I think we have reached a 

stage we do have a good community spirit within our area, where people do know one another and 

enjoy social interactions with their neighbours. We need now to bring it a stage further and that is to 

encourage those of you who have enjoyed the benefits that have been offered to you to step up and 

consider making more of a contribution. Offers of help to prepare for events or clean up after are 

always welcomed, as are offers to take on initiatives or write those letters.  

To paraphrase President JF Kennedy “ask not what LADRA can do for you, ask what you can do for 

LADRA”. Thank you 

 

Anne Byrne 

Chairperson 

mailto:info@ladra.org
http://www.ladra.org/
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Appendix 2 

 

Stadium Community Fund – Report by Alfred Guinevan 

Report for LADRA AGM 8th February 2018 

 

LADRA are represented on the Stadium Community Fund, SCC, by our committee member Alfred Guinevan. 

The committee is equally made up of Residents (BADRA of Bath Avenue and LADRA), Councillors (Dermot 

Lacey and Mannix Flynn), Dublin City Council and The stadium Management. 

 

The committee meets about 4-5 times per year and the agenda deals with; 

 

 Operational matters 

 The stadium community fund 

 Any issues raised by the residents’ representatives. 

At each meeting the stadium management updates the committee on planned events and concerts and the 

operational hours of the stadium or any operational event that impacts the local community. 

The community fund is a fund of approximately euro100,000 which is granted to non-profit, non-private 

organisations who apply for funding for community based projects and events taking place within a 1km 

radius of the stadium. The applications are assessed by an independent assessor and a final list is given to the 

committee which agrees the projects to be funded. 

33 projects have been funded in 2017 and to date the fund has granted euro1.1.million to the community 

since the start of the fund. 

The committee also ensures that there is no duplication of funding from us for projects already supported by 

the Covanta Fund. 

LADRA and BADRA have been very well supported by the fund and it would be great to see an increase in 

applications from LADRA. Suitable projects will be well supported by your representative on the SCC. 

Many issues have been raised this year by the residents associations on the committee and the committee, 

particularly through the Dublin City Council representative and Councillor Dermot Lacey, have been very well 

supported through their actions to find solutions. 

The most common issues that arise are through Litter, anti-social behaviour, match day parking, match day 

access and Graffiti. Whilst the Gardaí are not represented on the committee the committee does 

communicate with the Gardaí where it feels more support is required. DCC have been attempting to improve 

the clean-up operations around events and have made a commitment to improve that. 
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Irish rail and the Stadium are currently working on a project to reduce the amount of graffiti on at stadium 

and Irish Rail property. Our councillor and DCC are looking at ways to deal with graffiti around the stadium on 

the access roads. 

DCC, in reaction to the committee’s concerns, carried out tree pruning this year and installed improved street 

lighting on Lansdowne Road. 

Also the committee has brought about some improvements on wheel chair access in some areas. 

 

Should you have any issues that you wish LADRA to raise at committee meetings, please email to 

info@ladra.org. 

The local community hotline number, for any issues in relation to the stadium, is 01 2320888. It is manned 

24hrs a day. Any complaints will be recorded and discussed at the committee also. 

 

 

 

mailto:info@ladra.org
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Appendix 3 

 


