
Chairpersons Report – LADRA AGM  

9th February 2018 at the AVIVA Stadium, Lansdowne Road. 

I would like to welcome you all to our 2018 annual general meeting for the Lansdowne and 

District Residents Association.  I would like to thank the Aviva Stadium for allowing us to use 

this room for our meeting and I would like to thank them for their kind hospitality. 

All our members have had the opportunity to view a copy of the minutes of the last AGM and 

there are also a number of copies available in the room.  I will now ask the meeting is this 

accurate record of the last AGM?  Thank you, I will now sign the minutes as a record of our last 

AGM. 

2017 has been a busy year for the association with our established social events taking place as 

well as some new events that happened this year.  Our first event of the year took place at the 

beginning of May when we hosted a historical walk and talk with Dr Susan Galavan who is an 

authority on the history of the development of urban areas.  The talk she gave as we wandered 

through along the streets was a fascinating insight into the development and the building styles 

of our area and it reinforced for many of us how important it is to work to maintain the 

integrity of these historically and architecturally significant buildings.  I would like to thank our 

committee member Coleesa Egan for organizing this event. 

At the end of August we hosted our 7th annual summer BBQ party.  The event continues to be 

popular for all age groups in our area and, it has grown in sophistication over the years.       I 

would like to thank all of those who turned out to help get  ready for the event, from the 

marquee erection team to the balloon blower-uppers, the bar staff and the clean-up crew as 

well as all who attended on that day with their gift of salads and desserts.  I would also like to 

thank the management of the Aviva Stadium for the loan of the tables and chairs for the 

duration of the event.  I think you will agree that it adds to the comfort factor on the day.  On a 

personal note I would particularly like to thank my own family for their continued support, a lot 

of work and organization goes on behind the scenes, and without that help I’m not sure the 

event would be as it is today.  

During the summer months the children’s summer camps initiative is open to children and 

young teenagers in this area.  BADRA, the Bath Avenue and District Residents Association have 

for a number of years now organized and managed the programme and the LADRA committee 

would like to thank them on behalf of our members for their hard work in bringing such a good 

programme of activities together.  In October we had a Halloween event where the focus was 

on the children of the area.  This was the second year for the very popular event for children 

and their parents and grandparents in some cases.  I would like to thank Will and Gillian Keating 

and their children Liam, Tom and Sean for their initiative and hard work to make this event 

happen and indeed to all who assisted them for the event.  Apart from the fun to be had for all 



at the event it also raised much needed funds for the ongoing work in Temple Street Children’s 

Hospital. 

Last December we also had the Christmas flowers demonstration in the Hive in Herbert Park 

which was very enjoyable and one where, everyone in the audience went home with something 

nice.  Many thanks to Bernadette Moore who organized the event on our behalf.    We would 

like to thank Herbert Park for the use of their really lovely facility and on that note we would 

like to say a big thank you to all the park staff for the ongoing work in the park.  I think you will 

agree that it is a fantastic facility that we have on our doorstep. 

While on the point of great green spaces I would like to pay tribute to the Lansdowne Park 

Friends of Green spaces group.  The group, which is headed up by Bernadette Moore, has made 

a real difference to the environment of Lansdowne Park, but even more importantly than that it 

has become a very enjoyable and highly sociable monthly gathering where neighbours get an 

opportunity to meet up, do something positive for their area and finish it off with some very 

good coffee, tea and scones.  Thanks must also go to the head barista, Des for the welcome we 

receive in their home.  The group is also responsible for the Christmas tree and lights that are 

put up around the Green area and along the lane and, I think you would all agree with me they 

certainly add to the festive spirit in December. 

The Lansdowne Park FOGS welcome any neighbours who are willing to give the hour 

commitment once a month, or, anyone who may be able to look after the watering of say, one 

pot that is close to their home. They are usually out and about the first Saturday of each month 

at 10.30am so, feel free to join us.    

Last year, due to factors beyond our control we were not able to host our Christmas party 

before Christmas as we normally did but instead held the event in January and it proved to be a 

very enjoyable evening for all who attended. So much so, that we stuck with that formula again 

this year.  It was really nice to be able to meet so many of you for a chat in the relaxed 

atmosphere post the Christmas madness.   I would like to thank the management and staff of 

the Sandymount Hotel for the efforts they put into to making it a great evening and indeed for 

their generous support throughout the year in making meeting rooms available to us for our 

regular committee meetings.  On behalf of the membership I would like to wish them well for 

the coming year. 

This programme of events wouldn’t be possible without the support of the Aviva Stadium 

Community Fund and I would like to take this opportunity to acknowledge their role and to 

thank them for their ongoing support. 

We would also like to thank Dublin City Council for their ongoing support, in particular the 

assistance given to the Green Spaces initiative. 

At this point I would like to thank the members of the committee who work hard on your 

behalf.   



We have an extremely hard working committee, many of who work fulltime but still give freely 

of their time to LADRA.  I would like to thank all the committee members, Bernadette Moore, 

Coleesa Egan, Marcella Higgins, Alfred Guineven, Des Moore, Joe Quinn and Mark Carter for 

their hard work throughout the year, they have been extremely supportive to me and it is much 

appreciated.  

Aside from the social events the committee has been working hard on many of the other issues 

that have arisen for our members over the year.  Parking and traffic is an ongoing problem both 

for stadium event days and at other times.  The committee responds to the issues raised by its 

members and is involved with ongoing communication with various departments.  These issues 

will come up on the agenda for further discussion.   It is important to note that issues that 

involve the city council and other state bodies are often slow to reach a conclusion.  When 

asking for change to be made the council has to take into account all the other stakeholders 

who may be impacted by a change.  It can result in frustratingly long waits for things to happen 

or sometimes for things not to change as you would like.   We can continue to argue our case 

and that does take a lot of time and effort, particularly, it has to be said on the part of our 

secretary, Bernadette.  But, we always appreciate support and, if something is really bothering 

you, get proactive!  Get pen and paper out, get on your email and let the relevant authorities 

know of your issue and follow it up.  Send us a copy of your correspondence so that we too can 

help push it along, be it with the Aviva Stadium or DCC. Our email in info@ladra.org, all 

correspondence will be acknowledged and responded to in due course.   

As a committee we generally meet every second month and in most cases issues that have 

been brought to our attention will be dealt with there.  If a matter is particularly urgent we can 

convene to deal with it.  Our website is www.ladra.org . It is a means to communicate with our 

members and provide useful information to them.  There is a member’s area for those who 

have paid their annual subscription and in this area we post photos of events as well as minutes 

of our regular meetings.  We also provide feeds to the general access area from Dublin City 

Council and others organisations.  We always welcome any suggestion from our members as to 

how we might improve on it or indeed if you see anything that might be of interest to members 

let us know and we may be able to upload it to the site. 

The association is funded by our members’ subscriptions.  We charge €20 per household or€10 

concession.  Subscription is collected for the calendar year.  Paying membership helps us to 

carry out the work we do. I would encourage you to support us and I would like to thank all of 

you who have registered with us tonight. 

Before I formally step down as Chairperson I would like to thank you, the residents, personally 

and on behalf of the committee for your continued support. I have enjoyed being a part of this 

association and this community and happy to have served it as Secretary and as Chairperson 

and I plan to remain involved as a committee member.  For me the satisfaction comes from the 

extent to which this community has, over the years, become such an active and engaged group. 

mailto:info@ladra.org
http://www.ladra.org/


I have said this many times before but we are all very lucky to live where we do and to have 

such great resources available to us in both our fellow residents and the locality.   I think we 

have we have a good community spirit within our area, where people do know one another and 

enjoy social interactions with their neighbours.  We encourage all of you to consider making a 

contribution.  Offers of help to prepare for events or clean up after are always welcomed, as 

are offers to take on initiatives or write those letters.  

Last year I ended my Chairpersons address with a paraphrase of President JF Kennedy’s quote, 

“ask not what LADRA can do for you, ask what you can do for LADRA”.  This year I decided to 

seek some further inspiration to sum up my appreciation of the work of this hardworking 

committee and I found this quite pertinent quote from Jean Vanier  

“Many people are good at talking about what they are doing, but in fact do little.  Others do a 

lot but don’t talk about it; they are the ones who make a community live”.  

 And, if that doesn’t get you engaged well maybe the next one might.  It’s an old Czech proverb 

that very neatly sums up the value of community when it says  

“A good neighbour increases the value of your property!” 

 

I would like to offer my best wishes to the new Chairperson and committee for the coming year 

 

Anne Byrne 

Chairperson 


